
Discussion Questions for "The Parker Inheritance" 

 

After reading, families are encouraged to discuss the book. Here are some questions to help 

you get started! 

1. Candice’s grandmother says, “Just because you don’t see the path, doesn’t mean it’s not 

there.” (p. 7) but Candice isn’t sure she knows what that means. What do you think she 

means? 

2. Revisit the letter once you’ve finished the book: what clues surprised you the most? 

What clue did you think was the trickiest or the hardest to figure out? Did you figure 

anything out before Candice and Brandon? 

3. Adam Douglas says: “Here’s the truth about people: We make a lot of assumptions 

about each other.” (p. 226) What does he mean? Do you agree? Can you think of an 

example of when that’s happened in this book? 

4. Siobhan tries to talk to her father about the difference between justice and revenge. (p. 

260) What do you think the difference is? 

5. Why do you think Mr. Parker insisted that to earn the inheritance the person who 

solved it must share what they discovered with the world? 

6. At the end of the book, Candice thinks “If the news won’t tell the right stories, I will. One 

day.” What do you think she means? What kind of job do you think Candice might have 

when she grows up? 

7. Candice and Brandon uncovered a lot of information about what their town was like in 

1957. Sixty years from now, in 2080, what do you think will surprise kids about the way 

our community was in 2020? 

8. How did you feel about the book switching timelines? Did it make you want to keep 

reading? Which timeline did you think was the most interesting? Would either have 

been as interesting or as fun to read without the other? 

 

Extension Activities 

● Lambert celebrates Juneteenth. Research more about Juneteenth or read the book 

Juneteenth for Mazie by Floyd Cooper. Use online databases through your school library 

or access Baltimore County Public Library databases using your student account. 

 

● Word Play. Recognizing word play is another key to solving the puzzle of the location 

the inheritance.  Look for examples like puns and spoonerisms in Parker’s letter and see 

how many you can find. Look for all the ways Parker plays with the words to give 

readers clues to see how many you can discover. 

 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/juneteenth-our-other-independence-day-16340952/


 

● Community Service and Activism. There are many forms of community service and 

activism described in The Parker Inheritance, from the neighborly acts between 

Candice’s and Brandon’s families to the Carmel Missionary Circle’s fundraising bake sale 

for Briggs v. Elliott. All are efforts to make a positive change at the local level. Think of 

ways you can participate in social justice, community service, and activism in your 

community. Have a grown up help you make a list of things you could do to make a 

difference.  

 

● Mathematics and Creative, Critical Thinking. Mathematics plays a big part in the novel, 

and an even more significant part in solving the mystery of James Parker’s inheritance. 

Listen to the author explain the relationship between math and creative 

writing/thinking in a short video “What are the links between maths and creative 

writing” @ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qTN2uR-oI4E 

 

● Coretta Scott King Award. Learn more about the Coretta Scott King Award at the ALA 

website (http://www.ala.org/rt/emiert/cskbookawards). Check out more author award 

winners and illustrator award winners from past years. 

 

If you enjoyed this title, check out some other of these other great books: 

● Ghost by Jason Reynolds 

● Front Desk by Kelly Yang 

● One Crazy Summer by Rita Williams-Garcia 

● New Kid by Jerry Craft 

● Blended by Sharon M. Draper 

● From the Desk of Zoe Washington by Janae Marks 

● The Only Black Girls in Town by Brandy Colbert 

● Clean Getaway by Nic Stone 

● Amina’s Voice by Hena Khan 

● Prairie Lotus by Linda Sue Park 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qTN2uR-oI4E

