
The Last Stop on Market Street 
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QUESTIONS to ask as you read along: 

● Why is CJ upset in the beginning?  Does his mood change and if so, why? 
● Is Nana a happy person?  Are there any unhappy characters in the book?  How can you 

tell? 
● Notice the “special seats” on the bus for Nana and the blind man.  Do you know why 

there are “special seats?”  Do you think that’s important? 
● Nana tries to teach CJ to be grateful for the things he has rather than focusing on things 

he wants.  What are you grateful for?  
● What is the last stop on Market Street?  What is a soup kitchen and who goes there? 
● What kind of public transportation do you have in your town?  Do you think there should 

be improvements? 
● CJ and his Nana have a special relationship.  Do you have an older relative or neighbor 

that you have a special relationship with?  What things do you like to do with them?  
 
ACTIVITIES after reading: 

● MOVEMENT  
1. Read some of the unusual verbs in the books (patter, lurch, swirl) and ask your 

child to act them out.  If your child can read independently, the child can choose a 
verb and act it out while you guess.  

● MUSIC  
1. Sing “The Wheels on the Bus” 
2. In the story, CJ listened to the music with his eyes closed. Listen to different types 

of music with your eyes closed.  Take turns with your child describing what you 
see. 

● ART 
1. Make a 3D bus (see directions at bottom) 

● WRITING 
1. Ask your child to write a letter or note to a special older person in their life. 

● TAKE A WALK 
1. Take a walk in your community and take turns with your child pointing out things 

of beauty.  Discuss that each person may find something different that is beautiful 
to them.  

● COMMUNITY 
1. Give back to your community just like CJ and his Nana.  Donate food or other 

items to a local food bank (such as Catonsville Emergency Assistance), church, 
shelter or community member in need.  

 



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
● Read an interview with the author and illustrator and discover cool background 

information about how Matt La Peña came up with his idea for the book. 
http://blaine.org/sevenimpossiblethings/?p=3624 

● Check out the author’s website to see what he’s up to at https://mattdelapena.com/ 
● Check out the illustrator’s website to get more info about him at 

https://www.theartoffun.com/about 
 
OTHER BOOKS YOU MIGHT LIKE 

● Each Kindness by Jacqueline Woodson (illustrated by E.B. Lewis) 
● Thank You Omu by Oge Mora 
● Dreamers by Yuyi Morales 
● You Matter by Christian Robinson 
● Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters by John Steptoe 
● Don’t Touch My Hair by Sharee Miller 
● Mae Among the Stars by Roda Ahmed 
● The Proudest Blue by Ibtihaj Muhammad 
● A Chair for My Mother by Vera B. Williams 
● Love by Matt de la Peña 
● I Am Enough by Grace Byers 
● The Big Umbrella by Amy June Bates 

 

 

3D BUS ART PROJECT 

Materials 

● Recycled box (A shoebox, cracker box, tea box… Whatever you have on hand) 
● Construction paper or card stock scraps 
● Assortment of small flyers and/or business cards 
● Scissors 
● Glue stick 
● Markers 

The best way to organize this project with kids is to leave the recycled boxes, paper, assortment 
of small flyers and business cards, scissors, glue, and markers out on a table and let them create a 
bus of their own imagination.  

 

http://blaine.org/sevenimpossiblethings/?p=3624
https://mattdelapena.com/
https://www.theartoffun.com/about

